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hould teenagers be involved
in the design of our built envi-
ronment? It’s not a question
that dominates the agenda of
your average construction
meeting. But attitudes are changing. Co-
design is a grassroots movement of
architects, teachers and designers who
believe that enlisting the imagination
and unfiltered honesty of the under-
twenties to build youth-friendly public
placesisaforce for social good.

The Royal Institute of British Archi-
tects (RIBA) is also on board. To mark
the 100th anniversary of Becontree, one
of Europe’s largest housing estates, the
institution commissioned POoR Collec-
tive, four young London architects who
champion a people-first approach, to
design an inviting hang-out for local
school children utilising those students’
practical input and insights.

POoR (Power Out of Restriction) was
set up in 2019. It is one of several UK
groups and practices that are working
with young people on projects — com-
munity centres, housing estates or pub-

Developers have ignored
young people. ‘When did
you last see a teenager on a
housing project billboard?’

lic spaces. The aim, says POoR co-
founder Shawn Adams, is to forge closer
links between teenagers and their envi-
ronment by making the latter feel
“inclusive and welcoming”.

Another POoR co-founder, Ben Spry,
expands: “There’s a limited number of
spaces where teenagers feel at home.
Public spaces like parks, are usually
designed with children in mind. Pubs
are for adults. But everyone craves an
informal space where they can unwind.”

Co-design is mutually advantageous.

Talkin about
rejuvenation

“So many young people are creative and
have interesting ideas — they just need
guidance and the skills to come up with
atangible design. That’s where we come
in. Any profession or industry can stag-
nate if its outlook is too homogenous.
We're simply trying to relieve the
monotony by acting as a conduit for

Architecture | Projects that collaborate with

teenagers are building both skills and better

neighbourhoods. Serena Fokschaner reports

freshideas,” says Spry.

Their mission is also a response to the
government’s cuts in funding for youth
clubs. According to a recent survey by
Sian Berry, a Green party member of the
London Assembly, more than £36mn
was cut from annual youth service

drawing and maths-based games, led to
the final design.

The sociably circular seating, in high-
lighter-bright hues, is crowned by
translucent canopies (a nod to that
supermarket portal), giving it the feel of
a Pop Art bandstand mixed with a fair-
ground carousel. The piece, called
“Bringing Home to the Unknown”,
was on display to the public as part of
a RIBA installation in Regent’s Park
last October.

But benches are just the beginning.
“Eventually we’d like to co-design
larger buildings — schools, community
centres — where children can make
their mark,” says Spry.

Child-centred design theories have
existed since the 1970s. “But they’ve
really gained momentum recently,
especially in architecture schools,” says
architect Victoria Thornton, founder of
education charity Open City, who also
started the popular Open House events
in1992.

“Architecture should reflect society;
atthe moment it doesn’t,” she says. “Co-
design is a positive step forwards that
ultimately benefits everyone. I'd like to
seeitembedded in the system.”

Some might argue that all this smacks
of blue-sky thinking; a box-ticking
exercise in doing the right thing. Thorn-
ton’s response is that collaborative
design helps to develops soft skills
through workshops held in schools,
museums or architectural practices.
“Learning to work in a group, accepting
failure and finding ways to resolve that
and move on; giving presentations and
critical thinking: this can be applied to
almostanyjob.”

Funding cuts have also affected
art and design teaching in schools. Car-
pentry, textiles and ceramics are fast
disappearing as resources wane. The

budgets across the capital between
2011-12 and 2021-22, representing a fall
of 44 per cent. The survey also found
that more than 600 full-time youth
worker jobs have been cut. A decade
ago, there were almost 300 youth cen-
tres across London; more than 130 have
closed (Berry’s findings did not include
centres that had shut temporarily due to
the pandemic). “Lots of teenagers have
nowhere other to hang out than on the
streets,” says Spry.

Adams and his colleagues share nos-
talgic memories of youth-clubbing days.
“They were a formative part of our
childhood. We made friends, messed
about and let off steam,” he says. “The
people in charge were about 10 years
older than us. But they became our role
models. It’s where we felt part of our
community. Those spaces felt as if they
belonged toall of us.”

For the Becontree project they began
by asking the children where they felt
safest. Their telling responses ranged
from “a sports pavilion” to the canopied
entrance of a local supermarket. A
six-week design process, involving

(Main picture and top
right) the team behind the
green timber-frame
pavilion completed
together with students in
Hull — patrick Mateer

(Below) Architect practice
Matt + Fiona working with
UCL’s Bartlett project
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COMPLETE IN ITS ESSENCE, FASANO LAS PIEDRAS,
LOCATED IN AN AREA OF 480 HECTARES, WITH EXUBERANT NATURAL
LANDSCAPES, NOW ENTERS A NEW PHASE,
WITH NEW LOTS, RESIDENCES, VILLAS AND ESTATES,
IN A PRIVILEGED REGION THAT INTEGRATES COUNTRY AND BEACH WITH

A UNIQUE INFRASTRUCTURE OF AMENITIES AND SERVICES.
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WITH 42 ROOMS, SPA, AND RESTAURANT.

b

=r

18-HOLE CHAMPIONSIIP GOLF-COURSE

PRIVATE AIRPORT WITH A 4,133 FT RUNWAY AND AN 18-HOLE CHAMPIONSHIP
GOLF COURSE SIGNED BY ARNOLD PALMER.
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RIVER CLUB WITH AN IMPECCABLE INFRASTRUCTURE AND
BEACH CLUB WITH CABINS, LOUNGES AND FASANO SERVICES.

NEW LOTS STARTING AT 21,527 FT2, RESIDENCES STARTING AT 4,736 FT2,
VILLAS STARTING AT 3,046 FT2 AND ESTATES STARTING AT 129,166 FT=2.
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activities involved in co-design projects
— model-making, woodwork and CAD
(computer-aided design) drawing, for
example — develop the practical skills
that are “the foundation of [the UK’s]
creative industries and one of our
strongest exports”, says Thornton.

From their Waterloo studio, architects
Fiona MacDonald and Matthew Sprin-
gett of Matt + Fiona work with London
students aged 11-14 as part of the out-
reach programme of The Bartlett, UCL’s
architecture faculty. They “recognise
the need to work with young people
before they choose their GCSEs [at age
13-14] to ensure they’re not narrowing
their options too early,” says MacDon-
ald, who sees this as part of a wider drive
to foster diversity in design.

The pair have worked with more than
2,500 children, and advocate a hands-on
approach. “Some co-design ideas can be
a bit pie-in-the sky with promises of tak-
ing children on a nice design journey
that will never become a reality. Like an
art class-plus,” says MacDonald, who
first encountered the concept on a
projectin Japan in 2013, rebuilding after
the tsunami two years earlier. “The chil-
dren I worked with over there were far
less risk averse than their parents. I was
struck by their resilience — and imagina-
tion. They led the way.”

In Hull they worked with pupils aged
11-16 from Oakfield, a school for pupils
with social, emotional or mental health
difficulties, to devise an outdoor class-
room for the school’s allotment. During

“Young people are good at
reading a built environment
and working out if it’s built
for them — or for money’

the three-month project, the children
learnt design engineering and carpentry
techniques. “It gave them a sense of
seeded ownership. They gained confi-
dence in voicing their opinions and see-
ingtheirideasbeinglistened to, in areal-
world sense,” says Springett.

The emerald-green timber frame
pavilion, which functions as den and
learning space, has a high lookout for
bird’s-eye views. Large pivoting, coun-
terweighted doors can belocked at night
or opened during the day to provide a
canopy for the deck outside. Rubber
paint ensures that it will weather north-
eastern climes. Shortlisted for a Dezeen
Small Projects Award in 2018, it

(Clockwise from
main) ‘Bringing
Home to the
Unknown’ in
Regent’s Park
by students at
Mayesbrook
Park School; a
seat made under
guidance from
We Made That;
a student works
on a project
jointly run by
architects

Matt + Fiona
Luke O'Donovan; James Tye

won an Architect’s Journal People’s
Choice prize.

To design anew town square in Weald-
stone, Harrow, Holly Lewis of We Made
That, a group of researchers, teachers
and architects, began by asking local
businesses for their input: “They
weren’t interested. But young people
were.” A workshop was established and
the 17-18 year-olds — who discovered
the project through a campaign on social
media, events and the local youth club —
designed and produced a range of
robust, modular outdoor furniture for
the square. “It became an education in
the industrial design process. The pieces
are also available to buy. That’s impor-
tant because they learnt about the com-
mercial value of making,” says Lewis.

The We Made That collective is dedi-
cated to designing “equitable” public
spaces, says Lewis. “Young people are
very good at reading their built envi-
ronment and working out if a place
that been designed for them — or for
moneybags. There’s a tendency to pat-
ronise young people. We find their
opinions are acutely observed. They
cut to the chase.”

At ZCD Architects, director Dinah
Bornat, an expert on child-friendly
cities, says young people have been

ignored by developers in recent

decades. “When was the last
time you walked past a billboard for
ahousing project and spotted a teenager

on it? There’s been a tendency to

stigmatise young people and typecast
them as antisocial. We focus on the
negative aspects — like knife crime —
and not on their wellbeing.”

“Young people are often seen as hard

Social housing designed by ZCD Architects, experts in child-friendly cities
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to reach. In fact, it’s easy, because
they’re at school. And because they’re
pedestrians they know their neighbour-
hoods inside out,” adds Bornat, whose
recent projects include social housing in
Buckinghamshire where the two-storey
properties are arranged around a com-
munal garden.

“It’s not about handing over a shop-
ping list of wants. We get under the bon-
net to work out how they live their daily
lives; how they’d like spaces to work for
them. Teenagers are children as well.
They need places to play — and meet.
They need brightly lit paths so they can
get to their friends’ homes safely. And
theyreally value nature, and peace.”

This is all common sense — and yet,
she says, these elements have been
ignored. “We’re learning from those
mistakes to build better places. We have
a duty of care to the next generation,”
says Bornat.

Bornat has also developed a youth
engagement tool kit called Voice Oppor-
tunity Power, which is free to use. It is
not just popular with design graduates,
she says, but also with councils, devel-
opers and construction firms who are
beginning to grasp the mutual benefits
of atwo-way design conversation.

Matthew Springett says the move-
ment is also gathering support from his
more conservative peers. “When we
began lots of architects were sceptical.
Some argued it would diminish the pro-
fession.” Now, however, they see that it
can have the opposite effect. “That’s
because co-design is making more peo-
ple aware of the importance of good
design, and how it can improve the qual-
ity ofall our lives.”

ITS ITALY is

leading the

regeneration of ancient Italian
villages, regenerating properties,
opening new clubhouses for the
community and supporting local
businesses.

Venturing in the Italian countryside, it is very common
to find small villages full of culture, history and culinary
traditions. Many tourists fall in love with the idea of
buying a small property or business and starting a new
life there.

London-based Italian led company ITS ITALY has
developed an innovative process to help foreign buyers
interested in Italian properties. Foreign buyers can vet
and refurbish properties within guaranteed costs and
times on their platform.

Every property is chosen in collaboration with the
municipalities, and it is at the heart of wider recovery
plans.

Only a year from its creation, ITS ITALY has signed
more than 50 municipalities from all over the country,
such as Montecreto. Right at the heart of the Appennino
Tosco-Emiliano National Park in the Monte Cimone area
Montecreto is perfect for ski lovers.

Here, ITS ITALY has worked very closely with the
community to open on of its Clubhouses: a place of
about 150 / 250sqm open to the public with co-working
spaces, business services, social gatherings and equipped
with columns for recharging electric cars and much more.

Join ITS ITALY’s

revolutionary project at
www.itsfor.it

Leandro Bonucchi, Montecreto Mayor, said: “We have
been working for new facilities to cut the digital divide
that is typical on the mountains: we are very proud and
happy to announce that now Montecreto is served by a
huge fibre optic network, like the city.

“The recent times have highlighted how much human
beings need to find a new work-life balance. We strongly
believe that living on the Apennines while smart working
and participating in the local life is a huge value for
everyone who decides to take the step”.

Thanks to the close collaboration with the municipalities,
ITS ITALY also launched a new crowdfunding platform
dedicated to regenerating ancient Italian villages, starting
from properties and local businesses: ITS Lending. The
platform is perfect for everyone interested in supporting
the regeneration of ancient Italian villages with a safe
return and social impact.

ITS ITALY aims to help the local communities
regenerate their social fabric and create opportunities
for foreigners to fully integrate. But most importantly, its
projects support the local economy triggering a virtual
cycle between urban regeneration and investment with a
high social impact.

ITS ITALY offers the possibility to invest in the people,
local businesses, the heritage and the Italian culture
preserved in ancient villages. As ITS ITALY’s mantra says
‘Don’t just visit, belong!’

You can join ITS ITALY and ITS Lending revolutionary

project at wwwiitsfor.it and
www.itslendingit
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KILADA

Country Club | Golf | Residences

SOME CALL IT PARADISE.

YOU CAN NOW CALL IT HOME.

Introducing Kilada Country Club, Golf & Residences.

A destination in the world-famous area of Porto Heli, home to some of the most

luxurious villas and private islands in Europe.

With an exclusive Beach and Country Club and one of the finest golf courses in the
Eastern Mediterranean - a Jack Nicklaus Signature design and The PGA National

Greece - Kilada Country Club, Golf & Residences offers a lifestyle like no other.

Freehold land lots available for sale with the right to build your private villa and

lifetime membership privileges to the Golf and Country Club with no joining fees.

Opening 2023

SIGNATURE DESIGN

GREECE

For more information
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Explore our Signature Villa designs on mykilada.com or contact us to select your
favourite lot. Sizes range from 900 m? to 2,300 m? and lot prices start from €350,000.

PGA &S

GREECE

A development by Dolphin Capital, creators of nearby Amanzoe and Nikki Beach Resort & Spa.

email: info@mykilada.com ¢ call: +30 21 0361 4255 < visit: mykilada.com mykilada




